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LITERARY GUILD-APRIL 


McDonald, Angus. Old McDonald Had Farm. Houghton Mifflin Co., 
1942. $2.75 


McDonald had farm and worked and toiled and slaved make 
out poor, rocky land, rich, fresh soil. How fought against the 
physical elements-dust and drought, rain and storms-and 
against forces that crush the and scoffing-is told 
with simplicity and sincerity his son who lived that farm from 
1912 1922. 


McDonald, hard tempered Presbyterian preacher, for years had 
nurtured longing have farm his that ripe age 
bought this place near Sallisaw eastern The land was 
the soil rocky and deep gullies flooded the hillsides, Neighbors 
when old man” recited one his tirades against 
the methods farming that were ruining the land. preacher 
was respected and heeded, provided spiritual succor for the souls 
three churches for which received some small stipend with which 
finance his farm. But farmer his words found little fertile 
soil fall upon. 


The first few years that farm were years hardship an? suffering 
for McDonald, his wife and three Angus, who was nine when 
they first settled the land, gives graphic picture that 
with extreme poverty, their many disappointments and heart 
aches. Every detail, every incident recalled and not without 
generous measure pathos and 


That farm would have broken many hearts and spirits. But 
"the old knew what meant work. raised everything but 
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cotton which maintained destroyed the land. built dams stop 
the floods; saw them washed away and built them again. stood 
helplessly while his crops were buried cockleburs, his fruits 
burned the blazing sun. But failure was word unknown Jim Mc- 
Donald. And that his real story-his unshaking faith and 
zeal this fight with the land which loved much. 


"The old man", Angus always refers his father, was good man, 
preacher, but difficult man live with. was good shrewd 
businessman, harsh trader and stern father. him every 
did two sides and was always the right side. Perhaps 
did have numerous faults. But was not without his virtues. 


certainly pleasure meet man like Old McDonald this day 
and age, are not asked his son like him admire him. 
himself probably had little warmth for "the old However, 
worthile man know. His indomitable spirit can source en- 
all this time when many look the future with 
and despair. represents all that the world needs 
work, ceaseless work, and courage the face the uncertain future. 


advise everyone, young and old alike, who wishes for 
while the war and the city, and all the nervous tension our daily 
lives, spend few leisurely hours with old McDonald his farm. 


SELECTION 


Frank, Bruno. The Days the King. Translated H.T. 
with forward Sinclair Lewis. The Fress the Readers Club. 
1942. 235p. Readers Club selections are per single 
copy, per year for twelve books, subscription. 


three fictional episodes from his life, The Days the King gives 
Frederick the Great. 


Here have the man was, dressed, old and sickly, un- 
kingly manner and speech. these three episodes see him first 
the ruler forcing from office the Lord Chancellor who was frustrat- 
ing his ambition-the great codification that would mete justice ac- 
cording his own heart and mind; then with his only human friend 
recalling the mark that altered the course his life; finally 

the militarist rushing away from his troops during maneuvers mourn 
the death his favorite pet. 


fine glimpse Frederick's irreligiosity and materialism pro- 
vided the final scene when, having placed his dead greyhound 

the glass globe, notices one the legs sticking out. "To Frederik 
was though his put out dainty hand draw him after 
her into the bliss nothingness." 


There little more said for this book. historical value 
has little, any. Perhaps the illustrations may repay whatever time 
spent reading its certainty the discriminating 
reader will find bit pity for the author's belabored entrance 
Some age old about the pious and wily Adoles- 
cents will learn more about Frederick their history books. 
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Kimroff, Manuel. the Years Our Lord. Harper Brothers., 


Inspired and inspiring, the most beautiful and human story ever told 
the simple story the gospel. Yet this very simplicity has held 

peculiar appeal for writers every age who have tried enhance 
that narrative making more lucid and graphic, its characters 
more convincingly human and understandable. Some heve presented whole- 
some accounts sacred subject. Others, under the guise pseudo- 
reverence, have produced nothing but sheer distortion fact. 


attempting classify the latest contribution this field, 
the Years Lord, one hesitates so, not without some un- 
certainty and misgiving. For all reverent and sympathetic por- 
trait Our Lord, yet painted fiction and fancy. 
purports, according the author, present picture the 
land the time Jesus which new and different. 
Oriental panorama only spirited setting for events that are 
well known. have tried hold strictly the chronology the 
And have taken liberties which might considered con- 
trery accepted doctrine. Within these confines have 

The result varied assortment historical facts, inferences and 
pure imagination which, while enjoyable can 
the Year Our Lord, rather than clarifying contributing our 
biblical times, stirs confusion the mind 
the reader. 


When one dealing with historical characters must remembered 
that those individuals possess right faithfully and accurately 
circumscribed. They may not handled puppets and manipulated 
the dictates romantic fiction. The discovery few isolated 
facts through research does not entitle any individual deliberately 
distort incidents order impart his information un- 
suspecting neophyte. For instance, the Years Our Lord, 

the Twelve only two are given any consideration-Judas 
and Matthew. The former, course, needs explanation. Why Matthew 
rather than all the others? He, know, before becoming one the 
Chosen Twelve, was collector taxes. Now Komroff order uti- 
lize his information concerning the difficulties tax collecting 
the time Our Lord entire chapter this subject and tms 
brings the person 


the three gifts brought the Magi one, the alabaster jar contain- 
ing myrrh, made pass from the hands Joseph wealthy mer- 
chant; sold, bought, stolen, lost and eventually finds its way 
into the hands Mary who anoints the head the Master with the 
precious ointment. The wealthy merchant Ben Shaba, father Mary 
and also Martha and Lazarus. The latter too, according Komroff, 
much different figure than the Lazarus have come know 
the friend Our Lord. the son wealth, 
with the Roman Procurator, Pilate, indulging chariot races during 
aster, 


Komroff takes great pain explain the reasons for the liberty has 
taken writing this tells that the only basis for 
nemes the Magi legend, Yet uses tho@e 


the other hand, asserts that there basis all for the 
names the two thieves and furnishes these two characters with 
fictitious What wrong with the traditionally accepted name 
Dismas, the Good Thief? Then there the imaginary venerable 
oracle, Xado, who plays such important part the lives the 
Three Kings; the new interpretation Komroff gives the finding 
the Child the Temple; the story the Ten Lepers, four men, two 
women, two boys and two much stranger figures than the Gospel 


speaks about. 


This the vein which this whole book written. Practically 
every event, every individual which the Gospel describes has been 
transformed, changed and newly embodied. Places, scenes, individuals 
which mention msde the Evangelists, are prominently por- 
treyed figments the author's 


the other hand dare not overlook the gentle figure Our Lord. 
Here there distortion fact. Here amid surroundings which may 
strange and peculiar the divinity Christ stands out. Kom- 
roff admired for his courage putting the humenity 
Christ the background and bringing forth its glory maj- 
esty the divine nature Our Lord. One es- 
pecially noteworthy. Here the shadow the Master the 
Divine presence chenges vice virtue, evil good. The blind beg- 
ger following the Master sees nothing, but his senses tell him what 
transpiring before his shaded eyes. His feith cries out: 
richer than all And what more, blind see more 
then all." 


From the point view technique the Years Our Lord 
not outstanding book. The stvle times rough. Where 
adheres strictly fact plensant reading. But when 
bury under plushy prose incidents which the Gospel presents unfor- 
gettably clesr brief sentence his words lose im- 
provement the Gospel (which does not pretend be) the 

Years Our Lord has nothing offer. That presents new and 
different picture the bible lend one will dispute. the 
picture that land sccording Komroff's But 
best not put the hends those only slightly with 
the Gospel. The discrimineting mature find 
some profit within these 


Harsanyi, Zsolt. Lover Life. Translated from the Hungarian 
Paul Tabor others. Putnem Brothers, 1942. 678p. 


The this Hungarian novelist has alrendy demonstrated 

his greet ability weaving fect and fiction into fine novel. Tak- 
ing the same period, the late sixteenth and exrly seventeenth centuries 
the author hes now chosen the painter, Pieter Rubens, his 
Subject. From his early childhood the his death traced 

detail the life great artist grent lover life, man 
who won world acclnim for his pictures and who 2lso recognized 

fine diplomat which field wes drown his desire for 
The emphasis war and mekes Lover Life timely. 
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After and youth Antwerp, where was close friend 
Plantin the famous printing family, Rubens beceme 
painter the Court later went Rome and finally re- 
turned his native city. From his studio, where also employed 
other painters and artists such engravers, pictures were sent 
all parts Europe. The biographical details Lover Life follow 


closely those given the Encyclopedia Britannica. 


Hersanyi has deft manner teaching his readers the 
painting end art criticism, the background the period such 
the place the theatre the Mantuan Court, and still keeping his 
characters end action realistic. The his technique 
quite that used The The only difficulty 
for the average reader will found the intricacies inter- 
national politics which are given overmuch detail. 


are few passages describing the painting nudes which may 

harmful adolescents. all these passages ere mede re- 
that the artist looks upon the humen body God's handiwork and, 
therefore, good itself. Indicative the thought the period 

the curious inconsistency between Pieter's 

Mass, his respect for the Church and his belief astrology (p. 
670) although nowhere does the author that his actions were 
highly recommended for 


Knight, Eric. Sam Smell Flies The Amezing Adventures the 


Flying Yorkshireman. Bros., 1942. 


This series short stories, written Yorkshire dialect, describes 
"the amazing adventures the flying and his friends. 
They have the Paul Bunyen tall tales but only one 
two respects, chiefly tnat Sam's flying ability, the compar- 
ison opt. There mixture the tele with great deal 
realism. Outstanding are the opening tele, "All Yankees are Liars" 

which southern Californian tells the believed only 
when resorts Wild West description cowboys, 
al.; and "Sem Better Half", amusing the Jekyll 
and Hyde theme. There ere few vulgaritites such and 
the story Ann the Duke” but these will hardly affect 
adults for whom the book slightly better than av- 
erage humorous fiction. 


Skerintina, Temarn; Novel Russie. Bobbs-Merrill, 
1942. £2.50 


This semi-historical novel the late nineteenth early twentieth 
centuries describes the life aristocratic family through 
the actions the child, Tamora, the gypsy 
forced partly convention end partly her mother, into 
with dissolute army Their ends failure, 
lereely due Alexei's drinking and Then 
comes the Revolution. soldier-brother, dies action 
immediately his twin-sister, Tonkn, whom wos 
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devoted, commits suicide. Tamara and her parents are saved from the 
revolutionaries the gypsies. 


The general impression that useless, debauched society was the 
major cause the Russian Revolution, that wealth was unevenly dis- 
tributed and that one among the upper classes felt much respon- 
sibility for the propertyless. cannot find much value this 
book even for adults and recommend that Tamara ignored, 


Maass, Edgar. Don Pedro end the Devil. Bobbs-Merrill Co,, 


Don Pedro and the Devil story the conquistadores and 
their conquest Peru the 16th century. The theme the book 
with the evil and cruelty wrought the Spaniards among 
the Indians their search for gold. The hero young Don Pedro 
whose soul the flame knighthood still burns brightly 
but who succumbs the lure gold and power only regenerated 
the end the story. 


child, Pedro Cordova, orphan scion noble family, lives 
poverty the city the same name. His only companions are two 
peasant retainers, Sancho and Teresa. One day, while witnessing 
miracle play, meets the child, Isabella Gomez, and later her 
father, Don Garcilaso Gomez when the latter quells riot against 
the King's Flemish Shortly after, Pedro offers hospitality 
Agrippa Nettesheim, wandering scholar and alchemist, who re- 
mains educate Pedro over number years. Political, social, 
economic and religious unrest steadily throughout Spain and 
and Europe during this time and Agrippa must leave for 
Within short time the sixteen year old Don Pedro 
brought before the Inquisition but refuses testify against his 
teacher his friends. through the aid Diego Vargas, 
Villonesque type and while wandering through Spain 
meets Hernando Cortez shortly after the latter's return from the 
conquest Mexico. 


Cortez sends Don Pedro Francisco Pizarro who organizing ex- 
pedition for the exploration Peru. With Sancho and Diego and 
pair cutthroats acquired during his travels, Pedro joins Pizzaro. 
Overcoming the usual hardships the expedition reaches Peru end makes 
its way Caxamalca, temporary headquarters the Inca, 
who had just succeeded deposing his brother, Huascar, from the 
throne. Although received peace the Spaniards were distrustful 
the Indians and fearful extermination. They sieze Atahualpa 
hostage treachery and after the famous ransom roomful gold 
had been paid, they determine matter policy kill Atahualpa 
and thus disrupt the national unity the Indiens. first Don 
young and naive knightly soul shocked Spenish cruelty and faith- 
lessness but after halfhearted and abortive preventitive efforts 
and tekes his share the Previously_the Inca had pre- 
ented him with Laanta, young girl, whom Don had taken 
mistress spite his previously professed love Dona Is- 

After the death their Inca the Indians prove 

Spaniards are completely Don Pedro himse 

ates all the cruelties colonization. 
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After several vears returns Spain wealthy man but finds 
himself shunned all because the cruelty and treachery which had 
marked the conduct the expedition. Even Dona Isabella who recipro- 
cates his love will have nothing with him. Don Pedro lives 
alone for some time great mental confusion and moral perturbation 
until letter from Agrippa summons him Valladolid where his old 
master shows him the way and reparation. then goes 
court where supports the pleas the monk, Bartholome las 
Casas, for complete and humane government the Indians 
Antonio Cardinal head the Inquisition, plea for 
modified slavery under humane The matter finally 
trated joust before the King which Pedro vanquishes Don Alonso 
Molinas and presumably wins freedom for the The King ap- 
points him advisor the new viceroy the Indies and 
reunited with Dona Isabella the story ends. 


main theme the book good but polluted with much 
nonsense that whole the book valueless, Catholic characters 
are made quote good deal incipient heresy and blas- 
phemy. Many the historically disproven canards against Catholicity 
are resurrected and there misunderstanding Catholic doctrine. 
The Dominicans are extensively slandered and the Jesuits lesser 
degree. Most objectioable, however, the inclusion numerous 
suggestive passages sex. The book not recommended for 
any class reader, 
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EDITORIAL NOTE 


wish thank our old and new subscribers for the many fine let- 
ters commendation received with their renewals new subscrip- 
tions. Included among their comments was request for more reviews 
non-fiction and for notes outstanding Catholic titles. 
partial solution the editors have been discussing the value more 
complete coverage these book clubs: 


Book the Month Club 
Catholic Book Club 
Crime Club 

Literary Guild 
Scientific Book Club 


have always attempted review the selections the Book the 
Month Club and Literary Guild whenever they were fiction; have 
not always covered their non-fiction selections. Therefore, ask 
the vote our subscribers the desirability complete coverage 
selections these five book clubs. penny postal giving 
"Yes" vote each club will give indication your 
opinion. Longer will also appreciated. 


THE EDITORS 
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